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End Battle Over Nonlethals

Congress Must Heed Call for Needed Weapons

By CHRIS MORRIS

And JANET MORRIS House Speaker Newt Gingrich, R-Ga.

has asked the House to follow the Sen-

The war over nonlethal weapons is ate's position and authorize $37.2 mil-
culminating in Congress. Despite new lion for the Office of the Secretary of De-
missions clearly requiring nonlethal op- fense's Strategic & Tactical Systems’
tions, development and deployment are ongoing nonlethal weapon activity, which
delayed by parochial struggles for con has proved cheap, quick and effective.
trol over nonlethal weapon systems. For The Office of the Director, Defense,
ﬂ\esaheo(mrimsﬁmenuﬂthdr Research & Engineering (DDR&E) has
missions, it is time for the squabbling to appealed the Senate directing

stop.
In the 1996 budget the Senate has au-

thorized $37.2 million for a funded pro-  manders in chief and operational com-
gram office to fill the growing need for manders (European Central
tactical nonlethal weapons. Led by Sen. Command and Marine itionary

Expediti
Force) need and request nonlethal op-
tions for current missions and contingen-
cles,
The Army supports the 1996 Senate
authorization as do the Ma-

Robert Smith, R-N.H., and Sen. Strom
Thurmond, R-S.C., chairman of the Sen-
mAnm:dSemmConmuunc and sup
ported by Senate Majority Leader Robert
Dole, R-Kan., the Senate identified the
Office of the Secretary of Defense’s Of-
fice of Munitions, a proven producer of
nonlethal systems and the Nonlethal
‘Weapons Program Plan, for this task.

C‘quuarmmd.knﬂum of'th

Smith, “‘Our experience in Somalia with
nonlethal weapons offered ample testi-
mony to the tremendous flexibility they
offer to warriors on the field of battle.
Their use better enables us to respond
proportionately and with greater flexibili-

ty to the wide range of threats we can
expect to face today and in the future.
The Marine Corps strongly supports
your efforts to progress the nonlethal
techwlogyfmmdcvebpmentwdeploy-
ment with our operational forces.
Gingrich underscored the critical need
for such technologies more than a year
ago. As House Minority Whip Gingrich
wrote on June 23, 1994, to Floyd Spence,
R-S.C., now chairman of the House Na-
tional Committee, that **“Nonle-
thal and antilethal technologies provide
a unique occasion to preserve the defense
industrial base, stimulate jobs in high-
technology industry and provide needed

new options.

“In looking at the development of non-
lethal weapons, | have come to learn that
there is a shortcoming in our system of
bringing new and needed technology to
defense and domestic users. There is
cmmtwmcentnlpheemhlnﬁ\ellnlb

with the appropri-
mdmnermdevehp,pmm(ypemdmst
technologies which offer innovation in

peace dividend. We have paid for them
with taxpayers’ money, but they are be-
ing wasted and ignored in favor of long-
mmmharﬂdeveloptm

GlrmhadtedSpence lan-
guage that would put $40 million of this

coming Bosnia operations, DDR&E
ARPAmagﬂnmmeupu_lw Wlh-




